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THE CHANGING LIFECYCLE OF il
CABBAGE STEM FLEA BEETLE

Much of the work monitoring the lifecycle of the cabbage stem flea beetle
(CSFB), a major UK pest in oilseed rape crops, was carried out in the late 1990s.
The suggestion then was that adult beetles hatch and emerge in late spring/early
summer. It is possible that the pest has evolved since then and to understand how to
implement IPM strategies, we need to fully understand the pest’s lifecycle and timings now.

fOcus on NIAB research

Insect emergence traps (Figure 1) were placed in oilseed rape stubbles in Norfolk, Cambridgeshire
and Hertfordshire in late summer 2021 to see it CSFB adults are emerging much later than the
previously thought late spring/early summer. Large numbers of adults were detected emerging
from the soil in late August, and they were still emerging when the traps were removed for winter in
mid-October (Figure 2).

Figure 1. Insect emergence trap, Figure 2. CSFB adult emergence in late summer 2021
developed by Rothamsted Research
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cstfoSMART industry taskforce includes Agrovista, AICC, BASF,
Bayer CropScience, Cotton Farm Consultancy Ltd, DSV, Elsoms,
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